
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Gathers 
 

Prelude   Alexis Ward 
 
Gathering Song  “God Welcomes All” (sing three times)     Bell 

God welcomes all, strangers and friends; God’s love is strong and it never ends. 
 
 
 

Congregational Life Shared   Brad Martin 
 
 

Call to Worship   
One: The risen Christ lives among us, calling us to be a blessing, 
Many:Calling us to heal and transform the brokenness and the violence of our world. 
One: The risen Christ lives among us, calling us to be a blessing, 
Many: Calling us to seek out the lonely and the lost and those who need to experience God’s love. 
One: The risen Christ lives among us, calling us to be a blessing, 
Many:Calling us to be disciples to the world, blessed, healed, and filled with joyous good news! 

 

To Praise and Confess 
 

Hymn of Praise 246  “Christ is Alive”   Truro 
 
Call to Confession          Barbara Price-Martin  
 
Prayer of Confession (unison) 

God of power and might, we stand before the empty tomb with awe, pondering a love that is                  
stronger even than death. We pray through your forgiving love and through the power of your Spirit                 
that we might start afresh. We pray in the name of Christ, who is raised from the dead, defeating sin,                    
once and for all, for all people everywhere. 

(a time for silent prayers of confession) 
 

Declaration of Forgiveness 
One: Hear and believe the good news of the Gospel: 
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
 
Congregational Response             Hymn 59 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, The mercies of God never come to an end. 
They are new ev’ry morning, new ev’ry morning, Great is your faithfulness, O Lord, 
Great is your faithfulness. 

 

To Experience God’s Word 
 

Ministry of Music  
 
Word for Children                      Penny Lindell   
        The Children’s Blessing: You are God’s beloved child, you belong to God who loves you. 
 



Song of Preparation  (sing 3 times) 
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Old Testament Lesson      Isaiah 25: 6-9  
 
New Testament Lesson    Mark 16: 1-8                      Steve Connor 
 

One: ...The Word of God for the people of God. 
All:     Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon “That First Easter, Then...and Now”              Brad Martin 
 

To Respond in Faith 
 

Hymn 257 “The Risen Christ” (Sung To the Tune of Eventide)          Eventide  
 
Declaration of Faith (unison) 1 Corinthians 15: 1-6 

This is the good news which we received, in which we stand, and by which we are being                  
saved: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised                   
on the third day; and that he appeared to Peter, then to the twelve and to many faithful witnesses.                   
Amen. 
 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves 
 
Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts 
 
Congregational Response          Hymn 39 

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

Loving God, you opened wide your arms on the cross to give all you had to a broken world.                   
Being made in your image and one with Christ through baptisms, we take small steps of faith toward                  
giving all we are and have to serve you. May these gifts be multiplied into days and weeks and years                    
of giving and receiving among all your people. May joy and love multiply as does the bread of life we                    
share. In Jesus’ name we pray as he taught, “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.                   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and                      
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from                   
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.” 
 

To Go Out and Serve 
 

Hymn 542 “God Be with You Till We Meet Again”         God Be With You 
 

Benediction 
 
Congregational Response                      Desmond Tutu  

Goodness is stronger than evil, Love is stronger than hate; 
Light is stronger than darkness, Life is stronger than death: 
Victory is ours, victory is ours, Through Him who loves us. 
Victory is ours, victory is ours, Through Him who loves us. 

 
Postlude 


